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June 1 celebrated as world milk. The
main objectives of the Day provides an
opportunity to focus attention on milk and
raise awareness of dairy's part in healthy
diets, responsible food production, and
supporting livelihoods and communities.
World Milk Day 2025 theme was "Let's
Celebrate the Power of Dairy". The day,
established by the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations,
highlights milk's importance for nutrition,
as a source of livelihood, and as a key
part of sustainable food systems. It aims
to raise awareness about dairy's role in
healthy diets, support for farmers, and the

economy.
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On Farm Trial (OFT) : This is an approach of
adoptive research conducted on farmer’s field
within their farming system perspective in their
active participation and management under
supervision of KVK scientists. The objective is
to evaluate production practices under realistic
growing conditions.

Assessment of efficiency and drudgery involve
in groundnut decorticator :

Groundnut is an important oilseed crop of Khunti
district grown in Rabi season. However, post-
harvest processing, particularly decortication,
remains labour-intensive and is often carried
out using traditional manual methods. These
conventional practices are not only time-
consuming but also impose severe physical strain,
especially on women, who are primarily engaged
in this activity. To address this, an OFT was initiated
to assess the efficiency and drudgery involved
in two types of groundnut decorticators namely,
sitting type and standing type. The objective of
this OFT was to evaluate which method offers the
best combination of reduced physical effort, higher
output, and operational convenience under local
farming conditions. These technologies have the
potential to save labour, reduce shelling time, and
improve the quality of kernels, thereby increasing
the profitability and sustainability of groundnut
farming in Khunti. Experiment was conducted
in three treatments i.e. T1- farmers practice-
groundnut shelling by fingertip of hand, T2- sitting
type groundnut decorticator and T3- standing type
groundnut decorticator. Results of the OFT are
awaited.

Evaluation of improved varieties of paddy crop :

Paddy is a major cereal crop in Khunti district,
covering around 80% of the area during the Kharif
season. However, farmers predominantly use older
paddy varieties, like Lalat, which results in low
productivity. To address this issue, conducting on-
farm trials with different rice varieties which can
help to evaluate and compare their performance
in terms of yield attributes, grain yield, economics
and adaptability to local conditions. Results of the
OFT are awaited.

Evaluation of improved varieties of finger millet:

Finger millet is a 2" important cereal crop of Khunti
district after the rice in the Kharif season. However,
farmers predominantly use older finger millet
varieties which results in low productivity. To address
this issue, conducting on-farm trials with different
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finger millet varieties which can help to evaluate
and compare their performance in terms of yield
attributes, grain yield, economics and adaptability
to local conditions. Results of the OFT are awaited.

Front Line Demonstrations (FLD):

Crop Varieties AL L LR
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1. |Groundnut |BG-4 5 13
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3. |Finger millets|GPU-28 10 26

Training Programs : This activity was organized
to upgrade the knowledge and mitigate the field
problems of farmers. KVK, Khunti organized 5
training programs from April to June 2025 where
138 farmers were participated.

Other Extension Activities : For mass awareness
different types of extension activates had conducted
by KVK, Khunti. Under which 51 programs were
organized where 11722 (M-4711&F-7011) farmers
and extension personnel participated Details are as
follows:
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Krishi Chaupal : Krishi Chaupal is an informative
television program aired on DD Kisan, a government-
run channel dedicated to the needs of Indian farmers.
The main objective of Krishi Chaupal is to provide
practical and timely information on various aspects of
farming. It covers various topics related to agriculture.
Experts from ICAR including agricultural universities
and research institutions participate in the show to
share their knowledge in simple and understandable
language. A unique feature of the program is its
interactive format. Farmers can ask questions, share
their challenges, and get personalized advice. The
show also highlights government schemes, subsidies,
and success stories of progressive farmers, inspiring
others to adopt innovative methods. During January
to March, three episodes of Krishi Choupal were
streamed online at the training hall of KVK, Khunti.
The details of each program are given in following
table.

Episode Subject Date
5t Episode |Makhana Board will| 12% April,
change the fate of 2025
Makhana farmers

10t May,
2025

7™ Episode | Management of Kharif| 8" June,
Crops 2025

6" Episode | Mango cultivation




2.

oy mymeret foaw: Feis, GH A TS IAR H AT 20 73 2,

1 HARIT T, e ariRerte Sqer s W@ 3R fows
N T T O H HEHIRGE! i ST fHeHT 0 T
ST TR | 20 HE 21 & ETA <4k Tk T HATET ST ATt forey
weHRe! foad i 383 wguiaal U TR % #ecd &
SR H SITTEehl TG €, ST g1 3hl ST 75% WTel Soel
o TEATOT o ToTq Foreiam €1 2025 w1 of, & @t ot dior
A % T wepfer & S mremerelt, " srmepfren wnfeferfes o,
St farferear SR SAT WTe Junfera o s Eeie X SR oar
&1 ShelTeh T o S = ST fof G sht ST 75% ST
FE HH W FH AR T FYARRGIT SRR T
it et € | Fvet ST WY T § O ST,
AT ST HHRE T 2l AW ST oh foq TS
T TOHTCrRIT ohT AT foRaT| 3okt RT o ohs T iR
1 HYHRET TTe ST o foq i foram|

TR

| |

3. etauiegE A e : i fom o (@), T H 21 S

T AU AT TTe® 2025 TR TAT.IE HlishH HHATEI,
gfsrg wrfiertt o grer s foram e 59 o a2 hrfshm,
"Teh et Teh TaTee o fore AT fomer X smrenia om "
Toroer arTeiior T ST iy ISR T TS ° T
2, STeT ST TR TATeRoT ERET U W FAd ol haloh
G o e o et i 1 T R S s ')
T IR A H AN F Heed T THIRT ST, WHH HH-T4
Y fafafer § e arior dm o e | 3R 39 9 W
ST e fo T 9 Sharer STt Tamees il S8t 91T ©,
T & qATa, AT 3 e i off o T 7, S Y o
STAE sht AT o 0T [T o A A STt
3 AT §) FRIHH T GHII S=eTe e qoT e
Iufterd T g AT Shearer 3 e 2T st 7ot 3k
ferrerat & wmfiret s oI STo SHET H 36k T % SR A
STTEhAT BT ohl ATk 9 o AT g31)

3.

World Bee Day : This event was celebrated on
20th May with great enthusiasm at KVK, Khunti,
highlighting the essential role of bees in maintaining
ecological balance and supporting sustainable
agriculture. Observed globally every year on May
20th, World Bee Day aims to raise awareness about
the importance of pollinators like bees, who are
responsible for the pollination of nearly 75% of the
world’s food crops. The 2025 theme, “Bee inspired by
nature to nourish us all,” emphasized the connection
between natural ecosystems, biodiversity, and our
food systems. The Head of KVK Khunti, Dr. Deepak
Rai explained that nearly 75% of the world’s food
crops depend, at least in part, on pollinators like
bees. He also stressed that the declining population
of bees due to habitat loss, pesticide use, climate
change, and disease is a serious concern, especially
for an agrarian region like Khunti.

International Yoga Day : International Yoga Day 2025
was celebrated at Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK), Khunti
on 21st June with active participation from staff
members, local farmers, rural youth, and women'’s
self-help groups. The event aligned with the national
theme for the year, “Yoga for One Earth, One Health”.
This theme resonates deeply with rural communities
and agricultural scientists, where well-being and
environmental stewardship go hand in hand. The
Head of KVK Khunti, Dr. Deepak Rai welcomed all the
participants and highlighted the significance of yoga
in improving the quality of life, especially for rural
populations engaged in labour-intensive agricultural
activities. He emphasized how yoga not only enhances
physical health but also reduces stress, anxiety, and
fatigue which are the common challenges faced by
farmers due to the uncertainties of agriculture and
climate. The program concluded with a vote of thanks
and a collective pledge by all attendees to incorporate
yoga into their daily routines for personal well-being
and to spread awareness about its benefits within
their communities.
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World Environment Day :

KVK, Khunti, celebrated World Environment Day on
5th June, 2025 with great enthusiasm and active
participation from farmers, staff members, and local
community members. The event was organized in line
with the global theme declared by the United Nations,
which focused on "Land Restoration, Desertification,
and Drought Resilience." The celebration aimed to
spread awareness about environmental conservation
and highlight the importance of sustainable practices
in agriculture and rural development. The senior
scientist cum Head of KVK, Khunti, Dr. Deepak Rai
emphasized the urgent need to restore degraded
lands and adopt eco-friendly agricultural practices. He
highlighted how environmental degradation directly
impacts the livelihood of farmers, especially in a region
like Khunti, where agriculture is highly dependent on
natural resources. Special attention was given to issues
like soil erosion, deforestation, and erratic rainfall
patterns that are increasingly affecting the region.

e

Viksit Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan (VKSA)- from 29
May to 12 June 2025 :

KVK Khunti, has been an active participant in the
nationwide Viksit Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan (VKSA)-
program. This ambitious campaign, launched by the
Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare and
the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR),
is a significant stride towards modernizing India's
agricultural sector and empowering its farming
community. KVK Khunti served as a crucial local hub
for this broader national initiative, aiming to bridge
the gap between agricultural research (Lab) and on-
the-ground farming practices (Land) while preparing
farmers for the upcoming Kharif (monsoon) cropping
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season. In addition to the formal sessions, the
KVK organized direct engagement platforms, often
referred to as 'Kisan Chaupal'. These forums provided
a space for farmers to engage in direct dialogue with
experts, sharing their on-field challenges and seeking
personalized solutions. The event also included live
demonstrations of new agricultural technologies.
This comprehensive approach made the event at KVK
Khunti a holistic learning experience, empowering
farmers with the knowledge and tools they need to
make their farms more profitable and sustainable.
The abhiyan also serves as a crucial feedback
mechanism. The direct interactions at events like the
one at KVK Khunti allow agricultural policymakers
and scientists to gather real-time feedback from the
farming community. This information is invaluable
for identifying regional challenges, understanding
the on-field effectiveness of government schemes,
and tailoring future research and policy to the actual
needs of farmers.
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Name
Village
Block

: Mrs. Presan Logun
: Churgi
: Torpa

District : Khunti
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Mrs. Presan Logun met KVK, Khunti scientists of, he

shared his long-standing struggle with Rabi cultivation.
For years, his field remained fallow during the Rabi season
because he believed that land was not suitable for any
winter crop. KVK scientists visited his field, assessed the
soil conditions and assured that the scientific management
and a suitable variety, The land could perform much better
than he had ever seen. This meeting became the turning
point that motivated his to attempt linseed cultivation. The
scientists provided his with quality seed (Divya) and guided
her through a complete production package including
proper field preparation. For the first time, he harvested a
successful linseed crop, achieving 6.3 g/ha, and net income
0f%19,520/ha. This demonstration not only introduced Smt.
Logun to linseed cultivation but also helped to realize the
potential of her land. She expressed great satisfaction and
shared that KVK’s training and continuous support gave the
confidence to continue Rabi cropping in the coming year. y




