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97th Foundation Day of ICAR in July
2025 focused on (Developed India),
Promoting Natural Farming and Leveraging
Technology/Agri-Tech for Transformation,
with discussions on Farmer-First Research
and Sustainable Food Systems, while
distinguished institutes celebrated with
unique themes like Agricultural Education
for a Greener Future. On this occasion,
they presented National Agricultural
Science Awards to scientists in different
categories including Women Scientists,
Young Researchers and Innovators. On this
occasion, Union Minister of Agriculture,
Farmers Welfare and Rural Development,
Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan said that
scientists are the sages of today who give

more importance to others than themselves.
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On Farm Trial (OFT) : This is an approach of adoptive
research conducted on farmer’s field within
their farming with their active participation and
management under supervision of KVK scientists.
The objective is to evaluate production practices
under realistic growing conditions.

Assessment of improved varieties of rice :

Rice is a major cereal crop in Khunti district, covering
around 80% of the area during the Kharif season.
However, farmers predominantly use older paddy
varieties, like Lalat, which results in low productivity.
To address this issue, conducting on-farm trials with
improved rice varieties Swarnshakti and CR-320 which
can help to evaluate and compare their performance
in terms of yield attributes, grain yield, economics and
adaptability to local conditions. This OFT conducted in
village Jibilong (Torpa), Birhu (Khunti) and Banganloya
(Khunti) of Khunti district with three treatments,
three trials and 3.64 hectare area.

Evaluation of improved varieties of finger
millet crop :

Finger millet is a 2nd important cereal crop in Khunti
district after the rice in the Kharif season. However,
farmers predominantly use older finger millet varieties
which results in low productivity. To address this
issue, conducting on-farm trials with improved finger
millet varieties Birsa Mandua-3 and A-404 which can
help to evaluate and compare their performance in
terms of yield attributes, grain yield, economics and
adaptability to local conditions.
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Assessment of Arka microbial consortium for
management of wilt complex in tomato :

Tomato is one of the main vegetable crops cultivated
in Khunti district, which is cultivated mainly during
Rabi and kharif seasons. However, tomato cultivation
of this region have a major biotic constrain i.e. wilt,
several soil borne pathogens attack tomato plants
in field and cause severe wilting and plant death at
various stages of crop growth. A microbial pesticide
based OFT was planned to tackle this issue using Arka
microbial consortium and ICAR-Fusicont bio fungicide.
Selected microbial formulations were compared to
each other as well as to farmers practice i.e. no control.
The OFT was conducted in 10 farmers field from
various villages such as Churgi, Leteer, Sonpurgarh,
Saritkel, Panrriya, Ichaludamkel of Torpa block.

Assessment of IPM against yellow stem borer
inrice :

Rice is a major crop in Khunti district. However,
this region is prone to Stem Borer and they cause
significant yield loss in rice. Moreover, majority
farmers in the area are poor and practice low input
rain fed farming, which when combined with YSB
attackresultsinvery low production and productivity.
Therefore, KVK chose YSB lure based monitoring to
decide on application of green labelled insecticide
chlorantraniliprole against stem borer and compare
it to chemical insecticide treatment alone as well as
against ongoing farmers practice i.e. no pesticide
use. YSB lure and chlorantraniliprole (green
labelled insecticide) was chosen for management
as they can become an integral part in sustainable
agriculture and are ecologically sound. The OFT
was carried out in fields of 10 farmers from various
villages such as Leteer, Saritkel, Jariya, Sonpurgarh,
Gutuhatu, Panrriya, Konhapa in block Torpa on the
farmer’s variety PG-37A. The result revealed that
taking decision based on pheromone trap catch
reduced irrational use of chemical insecticide. A
better management decision can be taken this way.
The reduction in cultivation cost is attributed to the
decreased quantity of chlorantraniliprole required
per hectare.



Technology Area No. of
monstration (ha.) Demo

1. |Rice ICM 10 25

2. |Finger Millet |ICM 10 26

3. |Groundnut ICM 5 13

4. |Perennial Hybrid Napier 0.5 51
Fodder Grass

5. |Lac IPM 30 plants| 10
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Training Programs : This activity was organized
to upgrade the knowledge and mitigate the field
problems of farmers. KVK, Khunti organized 47
training programs from July to September 2025
where 1270 participants were participated.

Other Extension Activities : For mass awareness
different types of extension activates had
conducted by KVK, Khunti. Under which 159
programs were organized where 42729 (male-
19827& female 22902) farmers and extension
personnel participated Details are as follows:
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Important Days Celebration

97th ICAR Foundation day : KVK, Khunti celebrated
this awareness program from July 16th 2025 at
Nirsingh, Chargida, & Karakel villages of Khunti district.
The theme centered around achieving a "Viksit Bharat
(Developed India)" through agricultural innovation,
farmer welfare, and technology adoption, with a
focus on supporting marginal farmers, regulating
farm inputs, and leveraging for self-reliance.

Tree Plantation Awareness Campaigns (Vrihad
Vrikccharopan Abhiyan) under “Van Mahotsava
Week”: KVK Khunti conducted this awareness campaign
from July 1st to July 7th, 2025, at the KVK premises and
in various villages of Khunti district. This initiative is a
heartfelt tribute to both our mothers and Mother Earth,
aiming to promote environmentally conscious practices.
Under this program, saplings of various species were
distributed to farmers, and trees were also planted by
scientists on the KVK premises. During the program, Dr.
Deepak Rai explained that just as a mother nurtures,
cares for, and gives life, a tree grows, provides shelter,
and sustains life through oxygen, fruits, and shade.

Independence Day:

On 15th August, 2025 KVK, Khunti, celebrated 79th
Independence Day with great pride and enthusiasm,
where 64 people were participated including 28
male and 34 female. The program commenced with
the hoisting of the national flag with the national
anthem. Independence Day, which marks the adoption
of the Indian Constitution on 26th January 1950,
establishing India as a sovereign, democratic republic.
The independence day theme "Naya Bharat" (New
India), focusing on the vision of a developed India by
2047, emphasizing prosperity, self-reliance, innovation,
and national security, with events highlighting citizen
participation and celebrating national achievements
like "Operation Sindoor" and the Chenab Bridge.
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Organising Parthenium Awareness Week Programme:

KVK organized such program at different villages of
Khunti district from 16-22 August, 2025. Under this
program farmers were made aware of the harmful
effects of this noxious weed. Then all participants and
organizers altogether removed this weed from a heavily
affected area.

Cooperative Literacy Camp : KVK, Khunti organized
an Cooperative Literacy Camp at KVK on August
28, 2025. The major activities include formulation
of schemes for financial literacy, knowledge
dissemination, creation of infrastructure, facilitating
technology adoption by banks and policy advocacy.

Rashtriya Poshan Maha :
program from 1 September to 30 September, 2025 in
different villages of Khunti district. The 8th Rashtriya
Poshan Maah (National Nutrition Month) in September
2025 focused on several themes, including "Ek Ped Maa
Ke Naam" for environmental connection, improving
Infant & Young Child Feeding (IYCF), encouraging Men's

KVK, Khunti organized this
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Involvement in nutrition, and promoting "Vocal for
Local" produce, all under overarching goals of combating
malnutrition and promoting holistic well-being with digital
support. In this program 1156 farmers were participated.

Swachhata Abhiyan Program KVK, Khunti
organized “Swachhata Abhiyan” program was
organized during the period of September 17th to
October 2, 2025. This was part of national program
slogan “Swatchhotsav”. The program included
multiple on-campus and off-campus awareness
campaigns. Its primary objective is to make India
cleaner, healthier, and more sustainable by focusing
onsanitation, waste management, and hygiene. The
initiative promotes waste segregation, reduction of
single-use plastic, and proper disposal. This helps
protect the environment, reduces pollution, and
encourages sustainable living practices. Under
which 17 programs were organized where 782
(Male 279, Female 503) farmers participated.

AT wamnedn B8 |

International Peace day:

On 21st October, 2025 KVK, Khunti, Participated
International Peace day. The theme of Peaceful World,"
a call for urgent global action on conflict, justice, equality,
and human rights, emphasizing individual and collective
roles in fostering unity, diversity, and non-violence.
It focused on immediate steps to create a safer, fairer
world, combating hate, discrimination, and violence
through community action and dialogue.
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10. Live telecast of the PM-KISAN Samman Nidhi:

On 2nd August 2025, KVK, Khunti organized a
20th instalment of PM Kisan Samman Nidhi live
telecast of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s
national event in Varansi, Uttar Pradesh, where he
formally released the 20thinstallment of the PM
KISAN scheme—a direct income support of 2,000
to each eligible small and marginal farmer. A total
of 200 farmers including extension personnel were
participated.

11. Krishi Chaupal:

KVK, Khunti broadcast three episodes of the Krishi
Chaupal live from July to September 2025. The
details are given below:

Episode Subject Date

8th |Integrated Pest Management | 12t July 2025

9th |Advanced Horticulture| 9% August
and Vegetable Production 2025

Technology

10th |Awareness among Farmers 13t
about Spurious Seeds,| September
Pesticides, Fertilizers and Bio- 2025

stimulants




